
30th September 2009 
Mr. Ron Sorensen 
General Manager, Operations 
Newcastle Port Corporation 
PO Box 663 
NEWCASTLE NSW 2300 
AUSTRALIA 
 
Dear Mr. Sorensen, 
 

Subject ： Comments about Stage 3 of the Vessel Arrival System (VAS) Trial  
 
 
We would like to express our opinions about Stage 3 of the VAS trial as follows. 
 
First of all, unless coal shippers and Japanese coal receivers allow us to participate in Stage 3 of the VAS, we are not 
able to participate in the system. 
Also, we have following concerns and requirements, which should be clarified and met by your good self before we 
go along with your plan. 
 
In particular, it is essential to verify the accuracy of 10 day Notified Arrival Time calculated by NPC.  Therefore 
we would suggest that NPC takes some more months in order for us to compare vessels’ actual arrival time with 
your 10 day Notified Arrival Time and that NPC does not start stage 3 until the completion of the verification. 
 
In addition, referring to article 1.2 & 6.1 of your proposed new port rules for Newcastle harbour, it might be 
construed as vessel could not stay safely at Newcastle anchorage over 48 hours. We are afraid that Newcastle 
harbour might be regarded as “unsafe port” by concerned parties of international maritime transportation due to 
your proposed new port rules. 
 
1) NPC are requested to announce calculation methods of 10 day Notified Arrival Time and how to place vessel’s 

berthing priority officially to all concerned parties, such as shippers, vessel operators, consignees and cargo 
receivers, so that adequacy of 10 day Notified Arrival Time and fairness & transparency of berthing priority 
would be confirmed among the parties concerned. 

 
2) Treatment for vessels which would miss the revised ETL/Loading Time or stay at Anchorage more than 48 

hours due to fluctuating ETL /Loading Time should be clearly stated. 
 
3) It is stated that “A vessel may be demoted in the Queue for anchoring in the territorial sea of Australia during its 

transit to or waiting to enter the Anchorage or Port and for using or remaining in the Anchorage more than 48 
hours prior to its Loading Time.” and ”Vessel failing or refusing to follow NPC’s lawful directions in relation to 



anchoring or not anchoring in the Port or entering or not entering the Port may face prosecution by NPC.” We 
have to say that NPC’s action forces vessels to reduce speed or to drift somewhere out of Australia. We are 
worried about safe operation of vessels as a large number of vessels waiting for ETL are forced to concentrate 
in specific area which is regarded as safe for drifting.  

 
4) Disclosure of Vessel Line Up for nominated vessels 
 
5) We would require NPC to review and revise VAS providing opportunities for us to express our opinion within a 

certain period of time. 
 
6) For fundamental solution of the port congestion, your continuous efforts such as expansion of capability of coal 

terminal and allocation of exporting quantity etc. 
 
Your well understanding on our opinions and your practical and swift reply would be highly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
   

              Asahi Shipping Co., Ltd. 

                Signed        

   Takashi. Kato,  

Group Leader, Business Group 

 

  Daiichi Chuo Kisen Kaisha, Ltd 

              Signed        

        Tetsuya Mera 

      General Manager, Cape and Tanker Group 

 

Iino Kaiun Kaisha, Ltd. 

             Signed        

Hiroshi Furusawa, General Manager 

Marine Transport Business Group-Ⅳ(Dry Cargo) 

 

Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd. 

             Signed        

Michitomo Iwashita, Manager 

Coal & Iron Ore Carrier Group 



Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, Ltd. 

             Signed        

Masahiko Shoda, General Manager, 

Dedicated Bulk Carrier Division 

 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

             Signed        

Yoshihide Kotani, General Manager, 

Dry Bulk Marine Quality Control Group 

 
Nippon Steel Shipping Co., Ltd. 

             Signed        

Tai Sugawara,  

Director, Business Dept. 

 

Shinwa Kaiun Kaisha, Ltd. 

             Signed        

Kiyoshi Kanemitsu 

General Manager, Coal/Bulk Carrier Group 

 

The Sanko Steamship Co., Ltd. 

             Signed        

Noriyuki Hanabuchi, Manager 

Cape & Panamax Operation Section 

Bulk Carriers Operation Dept. 

 


















