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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION Vi

4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT J
LONDON SE1 73R -
Telephone: 020 7735 7611
Fax: Q20 7567 3210
Ref. A4/A/1.17(b) Circular letter No.2691
8 September 2009
To: IMO Member States

States which are not Members of IMO

United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations

Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: 2010 Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea

The Secretary-General has the honour to invite nominations for candidates for
the 2010 Award for Exceplional Bravery at Sca.

The Guidelines (which aim to define the purposc of, and the criteria for granting, the
Award; the process by which nominations for the Award will be sought, considered, assessed,
judged and decided; the form of the Award; and the manner in which it will be awarded)
are attached as annex 1.

Nominations for the Award may be made by:

| United Nations Member States; E
2 intergovernmental organizations; and

3 non-governmental international organizations in ¢consultalive status with IMO.

The winner of the Award will be presented with a medal, which will be accompanied by
a certificate citing the act of exceptional bravery performed. This will take place at a special
ceremony to be held on the occasion of World Maritime Day or another major IMO occasion,
as appropriate. To this end, the recipient of th¢ Award will be reimbursed the cost, where
necessary, of a return flight from his/her country of origin to London, or to the city where the
award cercmony is to take place, if not in London, and the payment, where ncces:ary,
of corresponding (hotel and terminal) expenses.

Although the Award is, in principle, to be awarded annually, the Council may decid: not
to make an award in any particular year if, in its opinion, the acts performed by the shortlisted
nominees for that ye¢ar do not merit such a distinction. In such cases, the Council may,
nevertheless, decide to recommend that acts performed by such nominces should be recognized
by the Organization through the award of an appropriate certilicate.
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Circular letter No.2991 -2-

The Scerctary-General would be most grateful if nominations of candidates to be
considercd for the 2010 Award (for actions performed during the period 1 March 2009
to 28 February 2010) could be sent as soon as possiblc in order to reach IMC by
no later than 15 April 2010. It should be noted that actions performed outside the qualifving
period, and nominations received afier the deadline has expired, will not be cligible for
consideration.

Nominations should indicate clearly the nominating Government (and nced not be
confined to its own nationals) or organization and bear an appropriate mark of authenticarion.
To this end, a nomination [orm, which should be compleicd, is attached (annex 2). In additicn, in
order to ensurc that adequate information is given to enable the Panel of Judges to asscss lhe
merits of the candidates concermcd and to facilitate the task of the Pancl of Judges in considering
the nominations for the 2010 Award, a form entitled “Description of Circumstances and Evenis
has been developed (annex 3), which should also be completed and submitted by nominzting
Governmenls/organizations, together with the nomination form, and a short narrative of cvents
(not exceeding three pages),

All nominations should be addressed to:

The Secrctary-General
International Maritime Organization
4 Albert Embankment
London SE1 78R
United Kingdom

e o
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Circular letler No.2991

ANNEX 1

GUIDELINES FOR THE IMO AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL BRAVERY AT SEA

Introduction

1 The aim of these Guidclines is to define the purpose of, and the criteria for granting, the
IMO Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea (“the Award™). They stipulate the process by which
nominations for the Award will be sought, considered, assessed, judged and decided; the form of
the Award; and the manner in which it will be awarded.

Purpose and Criteria

2 The purpose of the Award is to provide a unique, intcrnational recognition for those who,

at the risk of losing their own life, perform acts of exceptional bravery, displaying outstarding
courage al sea.

3 The Award will be conferred on individuals or groups of individuals who, at the risk 10
their own life, perform acts of exceptional bravery in attempting to save life at sca or in

arflempting to prevent or mitigale damage to the marine cnvironment. The Award may also be
oyanted posthumously.

Nominations
4 Nominations for the Award should be made by United Nations Member Siztes,
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations. Such nominations should
be addressed to the Secretary-General (in accordance with procedures outlined in the circular
inviting nominations) and should provide a full description of the circumstances and cvents
giving rise to the nomination. They should, as appropriate, include such factors as: -
1 location of the incident;
2 prevailing weather conditions;

3 skill displayed;

A leadership demonstrated;

5 determination to conduct the rescue operation;

.6 exceptional courage demonstrated;

5 degree of risk (to human lives and/or the marine environment) involved; as well as
8 any other information supporting the nomination,
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Form of the Award

5 The Award will take the form of a medal which will be accompanied by a certilicate
citing the act of exceptional bravery performed.

Assessment Panel

6 Nominations for the Award will be scrutinized by an Assessment Panel composed o the
Sceretary-General or his nominee, as Chainman, together with experts nomimated by the
following non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in consultative status with IMO:

- the International Shipping Federarion Limited (ISF);

- the Intemational Transport Workers® Federation (ITF);

- the Intemational Maritime Pilots® Association (IMPA),

- the International Federation of Shipmasters’ Associations (IFSMA);
- the Intemmational Salvage Union (18U); and

- the International Maritime Rescuc Federation (IMRF).

7 When the circumstances of a nomination involve marine environmental protcetion, an
expert nominated by relevant environmental NGOs will be included in the Pancl.

8 The members of the Pancl will be appointed by the Secretary-General and will serve for
one year in their personal and expert capacity and not as representatives of the organizalions
nominating thetn,

9 The function of the Assessment Panel will be to review the nominations for the Avard,
taking into account the Award’s purpose and criteria vis-d-vis the description of the factal
circumstances giving rise fo the nomination and related supporting documentation. The Pancl
will submit to a Panel of Judges a shortlist ranking the nominees in order of preference, aiong
with the rationale for their recommendation,

Panel of Judges

10 A Panel of Judges composed of the Chairmen of the Maritime Safety Committee. the
Marine Environment Profection Committee, the Legal Committee, the Technical Co-operaticn
Committee and the Facilitation Committee and chaired by the Chairman of the Council will
consider the recommendations of the Agscssment Panel and select the recipient of the Award.

I In the event thal one or more of the participating Chairmen is not available to serve, the
corresponding Vice-Chairmen (or the st Vice-Chairman of Committees which are served by

more than on¢ Vice-Chairman) may serve in their place as racmbers of the Panel,

12 In the event that the Chairman of the Panel (i.e. the Chairman of the Council) is not
available, the Vige-Chairman of the Council will serve as Chairman.
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13 No Award will be made in the event that the Panel of Judges decides that the acts
performed by the shortlisted nominees do not merit the Award. In such cases, however, 1
Punel of Iudges may, ncvertheless, decide to recommend that one or more of the acts perforoe
by such nominces should be recognized by the Organization through the award of an appropriate

certificale,

14 The Council will be invited to endorse the outcome of the Pancl of Judges.

Award ceremony

15 The IMO Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sca will be presented by the
Secretary-General at IMO Headquarters on the occagion of World Maritime Day or another
myjor IMO occasion, as appropriate, taking into account, inter alia, the availability o the
recipient,

16 In exceptional circumstances the Award may be presented at an alternative location,
possibly in conjunction with a World Maritime Day parallel gvent cclebration.

Timectable

17 Every effort should be made lo ensure that a timetable along the following lines, lezding
to the Award ceremony, be observed: :

" Circular letter inviling nominations September

. Deadline for receipt of nominations April (following year)

. Revicw by Assessment Panel May

= Consideration by the Panel of Judges June (Friday before Coun -;-.iE‘w'.:.a:.
@ Council invited to endorsc outcome of Junc

Panel of Tudges
. Notification of recipient and press release June

. Award Ceremony — World Maritime Day/ September/to be delermined
another major IMQ occasion

ook
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Circular letter No. 2521

ANNEX 2

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATE FOR
THE 2010 TMO AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL BRAVERY AT SEA

The Government of ......imanmannmaimmiivia e e R sl

............................................................................................................................................................

(Name of organization)

hereby nominates {name, titlc and nationality of candidate (if an individual is nominatcd) to be
inserted)

............................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

for the 2010 IMO Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea.

Far, and on behalf of, the GOVErnmIEnt 0F _.............ocoveeeeieeiiete e rerecvsessvssserseressssessssrssraes. or

................................................................................................................... (Name of organization)
Signed: 5 e
o N e I RIS TP g TS, | IR

DRERI o o i s simmrasssern e s

Official scal (where appropriatc):

Lt
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ANNEX 3

DESCRIPTTION OF CIRCUMSTANCES AND EVENTS

In accordance with paragraph 4 of the Guidelines for the IMO Award for Exceptional
Bravery at Sca, the candidature of ............... fnominesl..... . .cocomenes 15 supported by ihe
following description of the circumstances and events giving rise to the nomination, I is note
that not all of the information requested below may bc available; nonetheless, as much
information as possible should be provided 1o enable the Panel of Judges to make an informed
decision.

| Location of incident (latitude/longitude or distance/bearing from known geographic point
of reference):

2 On-scene weather (Wind/Sea State/Precipitation/Temperature):

3 Details of incident (Please note that the intent of the Award is to recognize actions in

response (o a specific incident, rather than multiple incidents that may have occurred during
the period of time under consideralion, L.e. from | March 2009 to 28 February 2010):

| Nature of distress (sinking, fire, collision, etc):
2 Date/time of incident:

................... T T T T TR LT Ir T T T PP T e e e S g e S Sy S S Y

Namc/description of vessel (or person) in distress:

L3

....................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

6 Name of Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) (or other shore-based
organization) involved that may have relevant records of incident:

...................................................................................................................................
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4 Details of individual/group nominated:
5 Ship/unit to which nominee was attached at time of rescue:
2 Parent company/organization:
k. Nominge’s name, nationality and position/assignment on board:

A Nominee’s role in reseuc operation:

....................................................................................................................................

5 Ts nominee a SAR professional (or traingd and/or cxperienced in Search and/or Rescue
beyond fundamental level required of their regular non-SAR related position):

B R T R e e TR LTI T T

6 Exceptional circumstance where nominee clearly placed histher own life at risk
(Please include degree of risk (severe/moderate/low)):

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7 If incident involved atterupting to mitigate damage to the marine environment, planse
describe conscquences to the environment if nominee’s action was not taken:

L T e T T L L L L Ll T

g Any other information supporting the nomination (please provide all relevant details of
the conditions pertaining to the reported act of bravery):

................................................................................................................................................
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